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Importance of Clearance Importance of Clearance 
LetterLetter

• Federal requirement to get Federal 
Fund 

• Effective utility coordination
– Eliminate construction delay
– Minimize construction cost
– Minimize/Eliminate liability related to utility

Design Project StagesDesign Project Stages

Utility coordination task at different 
stages

• Stage I (15%) – Utility inventory
• Stage II (30%) – Verify utility location
• Stage III (60%) –Identify utility conflict
• Stage IV (95%) –Clearance letter
• Stage V (100%) – Utility relocation
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Project Design Stage I (15%)Project Design Stage I (15%)

• Project is at PA or DCR stage
• Prepare project utility inventory

– Project as-built
– Utility permits
– Call Blue Stake
– Identify/Collect utility contact

• Cost estimate for utility work

Project Design Stage II (30%)Project Design Stage II (30%)

• Utilities shown on project plan at each 
stage

• Send plan to utilities for comments at 
each stage

• Verify utility location 
• Determine need for utility designation 

and potholing
• Update utility conflict list at each stage
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Project Design Stage III (60%)Project Design Stage III (60%)

• Identify utility conflict
• Decide which exiting utility remain in 

place and those to be relocated
• Request utility to design relocating 

utility and submit prior right document

Project Design Stage IV (95%)Project Design Stage IV (95%)

• Request utility to send utility clearance 
documentation

• Update utility clearance information in 
Special Provisions Section 107.15

• Confirm that utility design and  
relocation schedule are complete
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Project Design Project Design StageStage V (100%)V (100%)

• Send utility clearance documentation  
to ADOT Utility and Railroad (URR)

• Confirm utility will relocate conflicted 
utility by project advertisement date

• If all requirements are met, URR will 
issue utility clearance letter

Sample DocumentsSample Documents
• Sample coordination letter to utility
• Sample utility clearance letter –No 

utility conflicts
• Sample utility clearance letter –utilities 

are in conflict



6

More InformationMore Information

Muhammad Saleque, PE
Utility Coordinator Supervisor

Phone : (602) 712-6228
e-mail: msaleque@azdot.gov
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